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Reader; Hem: 
be = ſoftly; þeepe vnder theſe 


Curtaines, and view the moſt 
liuely Piftures of theſe Times, 
A for innouation of ReHigion,zhas 


_—_ beheld. A ſubtile I:ſuite, like a crafiy 
Cat, luſtily "oy: on his Fidle : Jeſuited 
States-men like ſo many fly Rats and Mice 
fall a dauncing about him, as if they were 
mad. The Teſuite laies hu Plot ( aud pleaſe 
God) for any Prince; that being in heart 4 
Papiſt, yet ignorant ( till a Jeſuite prompt 
him )ofthe meanes how to fetch oucr his Suh- 
tefts (quietly) to that ſuperſtition, from the 
true Religion eſtabliſhed among them by his 
owne Lawes, us willing to be taught the Ars 
of ſecret vpndermining the Goſpell without 
any noiſe, pnder pretence of bringing backe 
the true Religion. By the true Religion, our 
Author meanes that Deuiliſh fardel of Po- 
piſh Idolatry,which neuer accounts it ſelf: 
tn its proper element,till is ſwimme in blood ; 
nor euer ſet foote againe in any State once 
purged of it, but it certainely ouerwhelmed 
(if not the whole (/ommon-wealth, yet ) the 
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LING thine eyes, or the Sun hin © 


To the Readers 


perſon aud progeny of the Prince that gaue 

it any entertatnement or harbour with a 

*Ler the lat dread Full THine. * The yſe which, at the, 
_——— preſent , ſome Ecclefiaſticks 7 in fome Conun- 
rr tries improue it tog, ty, to lead in Arminia. 

on wh niſme-. With thir, the Politicke Heads of 
G egy ret 1 II text ; as hol 
2ocd. Seethe the PopiſÞ faction are well content ; as hol. 
Turkiſh 1 ding thoſe men the fitteſt Aliniſters, and 
cs Arminianiſme the beſ# Engine to bring the 


Grand Plot to the wiſhed perfefion, with 
moſt ſafety and ſpeed. 


Viderit .Vrilitas. 
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The Plot of ({ontzen, the Mogun-- 


tine ITeſuite, to cheate a Church of oP 
Religion eſtabliſhed therein, and to ſerue 


in Popery by Art,without noiſe 
| or tumult. 


As 1 it is by him-dravvne out in his 18. and: 


apters of his ſecond Booke 
of Politics, - 


Tranſated by a Catholicke ” 


Cruay. XVIID . 
The way to bring backe the true Religion. . 


I9, C 


Oſt of the things before fpoken * tou- 

Fl ching the Conſernativr-.of Truth and 
Religion, are profitable to reare- ſuch 

' as wander,into theWay.Notwithſtan» 
ding, they mult be diuerſly applycd by 
| Politicke men. . Hardly 1s the Truth 
rpg out : has much more difficult is it, to -perſwade 
him that crreth.It is ueuerthelcfſe the duty of a Prince, 
euen in this,carneſtly to beſtirre him, that wicked opt- 


nions be taken ourof the way, Gods. honour reſtored, 


and care had of periſhing ſoules. +. 


The firſt meanes.. W hat Muſitians obſerue in tuneing The firſiRade, - 
their Inſtruments, gently ſerting vp the ſtrings by lit- Begin gently, 


tle and little ; and what, in: CC Phiſicians 
priſe, abatingnoxioush —_— y degrees, and pw 
IE 
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ſes: the ſame muſt be done in a Common-xealth, la- 

bouring vnder the Malady of Errors and Superttitions. 

I approue not lingring and bootleſſe proceedings, fince 

they often beget a deſiſting from the defigne. W hat 

euer mcanes can be vſcd, my counſell is that they bee 

attempted : but, in a ſoft and ſure pace, for feare of x 

precipice, Here, mild commands and monitions doe 

very much further the worke- 
"Thefecond Theſecond;this. Itis no dicficult piece,for any Prince 
Rules in Europe to call backe mens minds to the ancient rites 
To preſſe teex- four Predeceflors,if he liſt. A-matter heretofore held 
—— impoſſibleto be effeted. Butnow men begin againe 
80 Poop, T0 louethe old Religion. Nor can they bee fo held on 
good meanes to by their Miniſters, but that many doe, cuery yecre, re- 
billon the reſt- turne to the Catholique vnity. 

Such force hath Grey Antiquity 
To turne from'beardleſſe Nonelty. 
Theiuſt pu- What once they molt grecdily luſted after, they 
giſhment of now caſt aſide with diſdaine; yea ro abhorre it. That: 
all charre- [euity of the Vulgar, to admire new things, and con-= 
thee - "oa temneoldzis fatall, Herefie, therefore, which while 
arurhe2-Theſz, if WAS in the firſt carrire, could by noforce be ſtayed ; 
Qczo IT,1z, or, by Art, reſtrained; afterwards, growing weary 
4 and faint, goesvn moreleaſurelyz and being 1n it ſelfe 

divided and bruiſed, the violence-of it abates, and fo 
at laſt it comes backe to the ſame point from whence 
firſt it departed. Many Prouinces of Germany haue en- 
-dured many Religions-: now, they retaine none art all, 
being moreintent to the will of their Lords. One cauſe 
of this is, as I ſaid but now, Leuity, and ignorance of 
the Truth. Another, the impoſlibility of holding the 
-people long ignorant of the leudneflſe of Hereſies, and 
Hereticks ; and,that they finde thoſemen to ſhift their 
opinions almoſt cucry yeere. Of their owne accord 
they depart aſunder into diuers fractions, ſo that they 
cannot ftand long. Itis as if you ſhould ſet out a com- 
pany of blind meytorunne a race; ſooner would = 
| a 
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all-miſſe,; then any cne get tothe. marke.. This: Argu« 

ment, if a en Magiſtrate pleaſe to take vp, his 

Feople, loathing fo many intricate mazes into which 

they haue beene led, and hauing made triall of the 

frandes of vngratious Apoſtates , will readily ſuffcr 
 themſelues to be reduced.into the way. 

With this lenity muſt the firſt. proceedings be layd ; 4 Caution. 
vitefſe the Hereſies be. of that nature, that ( without * homes Mus 
perill) they admit no delaies. Such are thoſe of the 7 = wo n 
CMuncerians, * Anabapriſts, and of them that riſe. vp cheanabap- 

againſt the Magiſtrate. For theſe, like ſharpe dilcaſes, cifts,he began 
deny place & opportunity to a {low courſe of Phiſicke, ar -4iftet in 
and therefore muit be reprefied withia ſwift. and dan- Thering, be- 
pgerous remedy. | eB f 

Thirdly, Arch-hereticks, and Teachers of Herefies pins iden, 
ze to be. baniſht the Common-wealth ;.,at once, if it com,tb.5. 
may ſafely be done :- but, if not,. then doe it leaſurely The 3. Rule, 
and by degrees. There needs no proofe to make. this R99te ot the 
courſe appeareneedfull, For,turbulent and boyſtcrous 7 «faſt 
winds being ſent packing, that Sea. whoſe. very bot-"* 2 _ 
tome they ſeemed to lay bare, will of it ſelfe agame be- 
come-calme and ſtill :: and .that Error which hath loſt 
its Protector, will without oppoſition, put it ſelfe vn-- 
der ruine, Neuer therefore. can thoſe Emperours bee 
praiſed enough, who with baniſhment puniſhed Ari-- 
w,Neſtorins, Nigilantins, and other Hereticks. But yet 
the Vandals deſerue execration,w ho hauing gotten to-- 
gether all the Prieſts and Biſhops ur Africa,ranne vpon 
them with their Horſes, or elſe vtterly, baniſht them 
vnto deſert places. There are many faire reaſons of ex-- 
pelling ſuch as (being priuate men) attempr- alteration - 
in matters of Religion, albeit the people ſhould hugge 
them whiles they ſcatter their-poyſons. But a Prince 
may vndertake ſuch an enterprize lawfully, and juſtly, 
hauing mcancs enough, not to ſuffer himſelfe to come 
vader reproch for ſodoing. Three mighty Princes of 
Germany ; to wit,the Palatine Ele", the A | 

ttel/en » . 
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Heſſm, and the Marquis of Brandenburg, an EleRor a'fo, 
effected a change of rhe Lutheran Rel:gion,into that of 
C{atxir, or as themſclues terme it,the Reformed Religi. 
on. And albeit almoit all their Subiects hated, Zuingli- 
aniſme, yet did theſe Princes, without any tumult (faue 
.onely that Berline tooke vpon him the boldnefle to bee. 
angry) fully accompliſh that commutation. 
Intheſe alterations, theſe things, for the moſt part, 
out of the Hiſtory of the change of Religion in the Pa- 
latinate, the Acts of £Harparg, and the Edit of Brare 
: denbarg,I kaue obſcrued, Firſt, they concealed their pur. 
pole of altering Religion, and rooting out of Luthera- 
niſme-: notin ſuch manner rhat the wiſer ſort could be 
kept hood-winkt, but rhat the multitude might not 
tumult. Secondly, by the Art'of the Zuinglians, ſome 
were ſuborned who ſhould craue the exercife-of the 
' Reformed Religion, and that with many and ſugered 
words, that the Prince might not be thought to bee of 
his owne accord inclined to odious nouelty, but-onely 
-gratiouſly indulgent totheir:conſ{cjences, and to loue 
andcheriſh the liberty thereof. Facility ina Prince to 
:the prayers of the People vſcth to be extolled, when e- 
uen 1n thoſe things which were fitter to bedenyed, he 
ſhewes himſelfe exorable. Thirdly, one Church, orſo, 
(and not aboue) was craued by them, that this ſuite 
might not ſeeme harſh to the multitude, which in the 
meanetime were {till to hold many moc, not being o- 
ner {ollicitous of any. Fourthly, here,notwithſtanding, 
the icalouſieof the Lutherans oppoſed ir ſelfe, becaute 
they could not-burt perceiue that, with the Church, the 
profits & maintenance would be withdrawn togcthere 
Nor was the quick eyed -prouidence of the States-men 
ignorant that this would happen. Therefore now they 
begin to deuiſe of a Conference, and of a Pacificatio!1, 
They aſſemble in the Court, the mattcr is debated be- 
fore the Princes Councell : all notaries and witncſlcs 
arc denyed them. Rut this courſe is by no _ to 
ce 
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be approucd : for if a Conference be once appointed; 
cach part ought to hauc its liberty and all ls, orwr 
allowed entire, becauſe, if men (hall be borne downe 
by thepower of the ſtronger ſide, the Vicors ſhall c- 
acer be eltcemed to haue had the worlt cauſe. This was 
the cate of the Arminians in Hofland: whereas they, 
who had the oddes of the Princes fanour, if they d1d 
indeed belceue the goodnefſe of their cauſe, ought to 
haue entred the liits vpon equall termes, and weapons. 
Fiftly, an Edi& was publiſhed, that none ſhould caſt 
aſperſions vpon, or contentioufly brawle with one an- 
other, nor condemne one another of error ; but, by all 
meanes cheriſh peace and concord, This Edict of the 
Princes proued an effectuall Engine to further the in- 
tended mutation, For by this meaues it was breught 

to paſſe, that no man durlt to contradict the Caluinilts, 
Zuinglians, Sacramentarians; no, nor ſo much as to 

name them. And now had Error made a large ſtep, 

when it ſo wrought, that none might dare to diſcouer, 

and lay it open to view, Notwithſtanding, all this, 

even then did not any man make any ſtirre, becauſe ma- 

ny of them, who are otherwiſe more temperate, would 

eaſily hold quarrelling and contumelious Sermons in 
deteſtation. And for this reaſon the Prince was not 
traduced asa Patron of Hereſics,but applauded as a lo- 
uer of peace, eſpecially for that he ſtill permitted the 
bare and naked Poſition of the one, and the oppoſite 
Tenent of the other, to be freely taught by each party» 
Sixtly, a Diſputation in the Vniuerfity was appointed, 
a Caluiniſt conſtitated Moderator , who was after- 
wards ordained Ordinary Profeſſor. Seuenthly, in all 

theſe proccedings there was no open appearance of 
carrying in them any defigne,of making Zuinglianiſme 
Heire to Luthcrani{mc;bur only this,that peace might 
beſettled : for at that time nothing was defircd, but 
that the Lutherans,rcteining all their dignities and re- 
nenewcs,would vouchſafe to fit in Coniiſtory with che 
Reformed,& conſult together with them, as Brethren, 
B of 
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of Church affaires; which when they refuſed, they 
wcre accuſed as proud, contumacious, and difobedient 
tro authority. and: ſeemed to deſcrue a diſmifſion trom 
all, becauſe they deſpiſed their collegues and pcacc. 
All theſe things were hicherto thus carricd,that trial 
might be made what the people would beare. For if 
any tumalt ſhould haue beene raiſed, if the Guard ans of 
John Caſimre, ſet about him for this very end that hce 
might not alter Religion, ſhould ſtir themſelues,there 
was afaire excuſe of all theſe doings at hand. Eightly, 
whcn the people of Heidelberg petitioned for the cons 
tinuance of the Lutheran Preachers, the matter was 
paſſ,d ouer in ſilence without anſwer : and in the 
mcane ſpace,caretake that thoſe particular men which 
the people petitioned for, ſhould, be traduced as too 
fi r. ous and heady. The people therefore ealily let that 
ſuite fall, onely requeſting that,if thoſe they ſupplicated 
for, gaue diſtalte.yet at lealt they might-obtainc others 
more tcmperate and apt vnto peace. For they ſuppoſed 
the deniall to ſpring onely from ſome oftence taken at 
the men,not out of hatred of Lutheraniſme. W herfore 
they {till fed themſclues with hope : and whiles hope 
of obteining liberty by prayers remained, they abſtai- 
ned from arines,till at length they laid a{1de all care of 
Lutheraniſme,and hope together. Ninthly, when all 
things now ſcemed ripe and fafe, the Lutherans were 
commandcd todepart from their Parochiall charge; & 
all the Churches beſtowed on the Caluiniits.Nor durſt 
they cemplaine ; for,they that did,were baniſhcd. But 
now turning themſelues to dometſticke cares,they only 
ſued for a poſthumian and honorary penſjon,immunity 
from Taxcs and thc like : the Caluiniſts in the meane 
time exceſliucly langhing in their ſleenes, to ſec a mat- 
ter of {o gieat bulke and height brought fo humbie, as 
to put vp tuch meane and abie& Petitions. Tenthly, 
whercas the Auditors(or yonger Schollers)of the Vni- 
aerſiry were Luthcran, vpon them they aiſo practiſed 
with divers Arts» To Stipcndaries ſuch as werc _ 
Fact 
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tained at the Electors charge, Caluiniſme was offered, 
or a diſmiſiion preſented. For the Catechiſine of L«- 
ther, the Zuinglian was obtruded vpon all : foaseuen in 
a —_ an exceeding great alteration happened,as it 
were Without any motion : for the Preachers of the 
Country changed their opinions with the Prince, in a 
trice. Eleuenthly,in the Hutlian change, I obſerued this 
alſo,that when the Lutherans,as well Profeſlors in the 
Vniuerſity,as Country Preachers, refuſed to yeeld vp 
their Odices and Dignitics, the Prince told them hee 
wondered at them,ſceing he had neuer taken them into 
his protection, nor giuen them any new poſſeition of 
their places : for there,the Prince dying, all places and 
Offices become void, & the power of beſtowing them 
anew,1is in the Suruiuer. Twelfely, in Hafis they went , +; . 
on very flowly,and by little and little, Nor was all Cal- — 
ade 5 , a touch is e- 
uiniſme offered them at once;but onely a ſmall pittance nough to giſ- 
thereof : as namely,the reuiuing of the precepts of the coucr whoſer 
Decalogue,and the breaking of the bread at the Com- theArminians 
munion. Therefore,although at the beginning thoſe of 22 Wok, who 
Marperg zcalouſly flockt to-the Lutheran Preachers you 6 _— 4 
(who,as they had heard, were to leaue them) that they x. te ids 
might receiue the __— : neuerthelefſe afterwards tend: not that 
they ſtirred nothing, but by degrees feli off to Calui- they hope 
niſme. And the people much more willingly come on, *><reby ro 
ifat the ſame time they be whiſtled another way : as, f<*<ouer the 
0 ON 4 > Miniſters, bur 
to Arminianiſme, * or ſome other Sec that may ſeeme ggty co breed 
more odious. Thirteenthly, both ſides fell to writing : a diſtrattion 
but that party which was moſt fauoured at Court, among the 
quickly preuailed. Alſo the wickednefle of the Luthe- People, who 
rans in their couerſation being vpon all occaſions made **"") _— _ 
knowne did much aduance the cauſe of their Aduerſa- jt : 
ries. Wherefore they exautorated ſome of them with ther defignes 
great diſgrace,cuen vnder the Galltowes' it ſelfe. * — vponthem. 
The fourth meanes,which I hae ſcene put in execu- The 4: Kule. 
tion herercfore, and ſtill kept on foor, is this: namely, Sorif-0e Foe 
that ſuch as are aduerſe to the true Religicn, be put by _——_ 
-  tchs.of all there 


their honors,dignities,and publique Ojhces. Ner 15S drgrucs, 
B 2 this 
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this vnequall, that he who giues impediment to the 
welfare of the Comon-wealth ſhouldinot be allowed 
the honors and commodities of it, Men guilty of grear 
crimesare thruſt from their dignities: why mn 
blatphemers and. contemners of Truth bec adinitted 
thereto? 

Such a Law, made Theodoſus ; and before him, the ;, 
Sonnes of Conſtantine. They {tript Hereticks of all pii- 
uiledges granted to Profeſlors of thetrue Religion. De 
Heret.l.riilegia. Frederick condemned,. not onely Here. 
ticks themſelues, but all their receiners aud abettors : and wn- 
leſſe within the ſpace of a yeere, they tenared ſatisfailion, hes 
commarded thens to be conuitted as infamous, He further en. 
397nes that thay neither be admitted to any publique Ofſices 67 
conſultations nor allowed any woyce in the elettion of others,H. 
allo addes other penaltics,as heretofore hath becne 0v- 
ſeruedin the Law it ſelfe. The benefits- of-this denico 
are many and great. Forif aduerſarics to Religion bce 
ſuffered in places of. honour, they. will haue many prc- 
tencesalwaics ready to thwart the Prince : they will, 
without his.-priuity,vex the SubieRs. For no man that 
is a Patron of another Religion, 1s ſo faithtull to hiz 
Prince,as he 1s vnto others: that concur with himlclfe 
in Religion. Beſides, the Subies come on to the truth 
more ſlowly, when they ſhall behold their diſloyalty 
honoured in thcir-companies in error. Thirdly,only the 
true and Catholique faith gets ground by perſecution; 
"becauſe that alone can erect an expeRation of future fe- 
Iicity : but ſuperſtitions, vnleſſe in their firſt eruptions, 

oe diminiſh and vaniſh by withdrawing the profits 
of thoſe that imbrace them,of how great import this 
courſe is, ſome German Princes, in the laſt Dict at Ra- 
tsſbone well apprehended. For they moued that (ſar 
might, choofe. an equall number of Counſellors, in his 
Court,of cither Religion : when as yetthemſclucs,not- 
withſtanding,imploy no Catholicks,in theirs ; no, nor 
doe ſuch as are_ Lutherans admit of Caluinitts ; nor 
theſe, of thoſe, Vt, TIE 
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- AFifth meanes. W hen the whole body of an Hereſy The 5-Ruls, 
is to be pluckt vp by the rootes, and that not by mere 
power,but by moderation aud Art; firſt of all,let thoſe 
partigitlar Tenents which heare ill of the Vulgar,and in 
theifVery firſt aſpect carry abſurdity in them, cuen to 
the rude and ignorant, be culled out ; and load {aid on ©#outthe moſs 
them-The Caluiniſts may ſerue for inſtance,who to the _ wore 
end they might more ealily grind to pouder the credit ;j,, Nealyin the 
of the Lutheran faction,often made honorable mention eares of the peg= 
of Luther himfclfe ; and thoſe particulars which they ple. : 
grappled with, they chriſtned by another name, term- 
ing them Flaccians; * a Set whicheuen by the Luthe- * From Flas« 
rans themſclues were accounted the moſt. doltiſh and. rw Jlbrricus. 
hu . x - Luther; buty 
frantique men that drew brearh. So Parews,whoin his ;, cmemhings 
heart wiſtheth all Lutherans had but one necke, profel- orofily erring 
fethnotwithitading,that he medles with none butthoſe: & extremely 
violent enemies of truth,the Vbiquitaries,W hen thoſe diſſenting irs 
»of Virecht practiſed, in Synods, to grub vp rigid Calui- *< rf of Lu 
. E TIF "W ., thcrs diſciples, 
piſme, they carefully- prohibited that which was the ;c 1:7 ihcu- 
chiefe point in it: viz. That all ſhould beware nat to teach (qcionbeiuk 
theſe things whereby God might be thought the Author of ſin. /irraudicnſes.. 
W herfore an Orthodox Magittrate,if he would reduce 
the ancient Religion ofa long time ginen vp for dead, 
to the.intent thar the naughtinefſe euen of their opini- 
ons, 11 whom there may ſ{ceme to be ſome more mo=- 
deſty, may be laid open to the bottome, let him etpeci-- 
ally take order that they may be daily rackr, & carped; 
Forſome. of them doe with good words cunningly 
nile and ouerſhadow many things, which, ifwe conſt 
derin the very ſubſtance of the matter, admit no pars 
don. T hcſe are to be drawne out to their full kength,ag-- 
rauated to the vtmoſt, that ſo,by inſt hatred,they may 
e diicarded, By this fluce all thecredit of falſe Tcach- 
ers,thus takeninthe very Ac ofa manifeſt fault, will 
foone empty it ſelfe, For the very bare diſcoucry cf 
ſuch ſuperſtitions is confutation enough. | 
] he Sixt meanes of reducing piety and of aboliſhing The 6. Ruld.. 
Eror.is,to make profit of the. quarrels of crring men. 
36K | _—_— 200 For 
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Terthe Prince 'For what Prince might not reduce the Puritanes of 
way with England into order, it hee would (by force ſwhcicnt ) 
_ h — extort fro the anapprobation of the Biſhops? And who 
fort - could not workeas great a Cure vpon the po in 


Y the Netherlands, if he would declare himſclte foF the 
* Arminians, milder party, * inthe cotrouerfies yet flaming amonglt 
thoſe mild them ? For, the variableneſle of the Princes belicte, 


eg the makes thoſe that erewhile took themſclues to be cock. 
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ſure of the right,now to grow doubtfull which way to 
take. So that when the.conſent of the Prince goes ouer 
to the other ſides of them that contend, he ouerturnes 
the other part with caſe, and purs the whole into his 
power to doe with themas he liſt. Oi'this the Apoltles 
example is in ſtead of all, who, in that Councell which 
he found to be made vp of different Sets, adhering to 
the opinion of the ſtronger faction, was, by it, held 
worthy of the white {tone of abſolution. And hee fo 
brought irabout, that they , hindred by his ſetting on 
foot their owne particular difſents, could-not ioyne to 
make head againit the trurheThis courſe I would,aboue 
all other commend toan Orthodox Prince : for by this 
meanes he ſhall be able to make as much aduantage of 
the brawles of thoſe that doe crre,as hee may expet 
from the agreement of ſuch as hold the truth, for the 
ſupplanting of error. It is inthis, as in managing of 
Battles, wherein not only the skill, and ftoutneſfle of the 
:Generall in Marrtiall affaires, but cuen the ouerfights & 
errors of the -enemy doe put -many faire occaſions cf 
victory into his hands prouided that he haue his cycs 
.awake,and doe attend the very moments of opportu- 
nity,and be able to apply not onely conuentent, but ſca- 
ſonable phiſicke to cuery diſeaſe.Good Diet,and g-ntle 
Phiſicke careth many. When Rigid Caluinifine was 
heretofore ſect vpon by the Lutherans, in the very hcat 
of the fit, the cuill was but exaſperated and rendred 
' more fierce{o that the violent forcing of it in thar pa- 
roxiſme,brought much cauſe of repentance to the At- 
failants.Now the Arminians haue of their owne _ 
- abate 
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abated of that firſt rigor,aud disbanded the moſt rigid lefuires and' 
art of that leauen : they condemne the Caluiniits as Arminians 
pious, and in the very Vniuerſity it feife,raile purſe- _— =_ 
cutioWgainſt them.In fome townes they compel them NE benthe 
to acccpt of baniſhment, being ready to attcmpt moe,& 

more outragious prankes,were they not heid in awe by 

the {trength of the other tide. Verily, if the generous 

roweſic of Manrice alone, would but joyne 1t lelfe to Marr'cecfNaſ- 
the mollified faction, the"rigidnefſe of the Cont rare-/* was altue 
monſtrants would ſoone wax more gentle, or bee bro- {en — 
ken to PIECES. EE | " fiſt jaw tre 

The ſcuenth meanes 1s,that all ſecret conuenticles & jighe. 

publique meetings alſo be itriAly forbidden. So - rca- The 7. Rule, 
ds denied the. Temple of Gayna vnto the Arrian falle- S:fſer no mee- 
hood. Leoand Amnthemims-the Emperours, forbadc the Jaw —_ —= 
Pagan aſſcmblings for performance of their impious tn: pot 
rites. Cat.11. Let none preſume to aduenture to thoſe things (ig, 
ſooften mterdifted to men of the Pagan ſuperſtition : Knowing 
that who ener ſhall dare ſo to doe, commus a publicke ofence : 
that is,if I vndcrſtand him, treaſon againſt the weale- 
publique. And ſo farre is it our pleaſnre that ſuch impretics 
ſhoul2-5e cleane taken away, that albeit the wickedneſſe be com 
mitted in another mans poſſeſſions or prinate houſe,the Owners 
being priuy to 1t,vet let thoſe poſſeſſions or houſes be by the moſj} 
ſacred Lawes of the pub'ique Treaſwry, proſer:bed. The Mas- 
fers or Owners becauſe they witt mgty conſented to the defilt:g 
of therr roomes with ſuch outragious with? diſſe, for this alone 

let them, if they bee dignified with any Title, or Office inthe 
warres,pwniſhed with lcfſ: of their place in the warres, and of 
thur argnity ; with proſcripuen alſo,of their eſtates : if they bee 
Private men, and of meane condition, after tortures wffted on 
therr boares,let them be aſſigned tothe Memes ; or, toperpettall 
banihment.A\nd,bctorc him, Valentirian and Marcianus; 
Let n6 man Garc,agame to open thoſe Idol-houſes now of a long 
time ſhut vp with any intent 10 worſhip or adore them. Farre be- 
# from thu age that the honour anciently yeelded to abomina= 
ble and execrable Image: ſbould be renined; that "uny impiou; - 
ſtranger s ſhould be acckt with rhe Garlands of thoſe Temples, 


on > 
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or thinke it equal that enen comman fires, which might profane 
thoſe alt ars, ſhould be kept off from thence. For incenſe 19 bee 
burnt in thoſe places, ſacrifices to be ſlaine, wine offered vy in 
goblets therewith ary opinion of Religion or deuotion, Wye it be 
accounted ſacrileage. 
The 8. Rule. Theerghth mcanes is, by the ſcuerity of Larwes & 
Sib as areob- puniihments,to compell the obſtinate to duty. The pu. 
fiate,tobee niſhment of violators of Religion is diuerle in diners 
- —__ *y places;yetinuery place ſome is inflicted. And that 
: deleruedly and ivitly : becauſe what is committcd a- 
g1inlt divine Religion redounds to the wronging of al; 
that which is hartfull toall, hurteth with p.rill of the 
Common-wealth it telfe, and therefore ought by the 
Common-wealth to be repelled. But when thoſe things 
are dangerouſly taught among them whoſe conſcicnces 
will not permit them to'bee quict, Ichoole rather to 
Auguft.Bovifz- cite and propound that great Doctor of the Church 
cio Cort; de touching this whole matter, then to vtter mine owne 
Ons c0* opinion. Firſt, he ſhewes that by this courſe many hauc 
OW ATecB. beene reformed. Epiſt.5 0. For this, faith he hath happened 
fo the Donatiſts that of old did vnto Daniels accuſers ; for as 
©pon thoſe the Lions by which they ſought to oppreſſe th: mus« 
cent ; ſo vpn theſe,the Lawes were turned loſe : wnleſſe that, 
through the mercy of Chrift, thoſe lewes which ſeeme to be ſo 
ſenere againſt them, doe, in truth, rather make for their 
good; becauſe by thoſe lawes many haxe beene, and daily 
are made better. Afterwards, being freed from that ſuriow 
phrenſy,they be thankgfull for the chaſt:ſment. Whom before 
they bated, now they loue ; acknowledging that thoſe lawes, hiw 
ſharpe ſeener were to them moſt wholeſome : ana by how much 
in their former madneſſe,they did deteſt them,ſo much the mort 
thankeſus thy become pon their reconery. Now, they are pro- 
hed againſt the reſt;and,with the ſame lone together with v1, 
are wſtant that we ſhould in like manner proceed ioyntly, is 
ſane others from deſtruttion, wth whom themſelnes were lrke ts 
haue periſhed. Both the Phyſic1an.to bis franticke Patient ,1tn8 
Father ,to lfs untamed cbila ſeeme grieuonz; the ove in that 1 


bids him; the ather,in that he beates him, althongh both ” 
| a 
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al ont of loue. And if they ſhould negleft them, and (o ſuffer thera 
#0 periſh,that were rather a faiſe and cruell puty,then gemlencſſs 
truely ſo called. For if an Horſe and a Mule that hawe no under 
ſtanding with their brting and kickewg lay abort thews to beat off 
men by whom for their cure,therr wounds aze more reug bly hand- 
Jed: er theſe men, albeit they bee often put into danger by their 
reeth and heeles,and ſometime wounded gine not oner thoſe bruit 
beaſts till by medicinall tortures and paines they baue made thens 
whole : how much more onght not,a man of a ma4n,a brotl er of 4 
brother, to prexent hys eternal deſtruftion, be ginen oner, ll the 
gorrefted party be taught to apprehend how great a benefit was 
done him,enen then when he moſt cried ont of perſecarton |! 

But here,lct that law cuer take place ; that he compell 
out of loue,not,out of fury : let him chaſtiſe that he may 
reforme ; not take renenge that he may deltroy. 

He further goes on : Why therefore ſhmld not the Church 
compel ber loſt ſonnes,ſecing they bane compelled others to periſh ? 
Althongh enen thoſe whom they h me not forced, but en'y ſeduced, 
if they be by rerre{ying yet wholeſome lawes brought backe agame 
anto ber boſome, our prov Mother imbraceth with more tevder- 
#ff. tion, and retoyceth ower them much more then oner ti.eſe 
which ſhe nener loft. Pertaines it not to paſtorall dr'lrgence, to call 
backe,enen with the terrors of firipes and tertures, thoſe ſheepe, 
who being not violently ſnatcht from the fo'd, but by [manth me 
tiſements [cduced, bane ſtrayed from the flicke, and beg. to bee 
wodel the poſſeſſion of ſtrangers ; if, being fanord they wiii needes 
reſiſt bins that ſcekes to bring them ag 2ine tothe Fold of Chriſt? 

Thus, Auguſte, who notwirthitanding, was ſomctimes 
of opinton that the Paſtors ought not to petition the Eme 
perours, by compultory commands t© cauic the Hercfie 
of th. Doratiſt rc ceatc to be.But afterwards he chanzed 
his mid : for to peruerſe,frozen,and obduratc :ninds he 
calc to thinke mcdicinall ſharpnes to be needfull. Hence 
therefore,! aich dc, # 17 brought to that paſſe, that a rel1rious of 

19 Emperony when (uch cau{es are brough,s to bu kuowledge, 
Jhould chooſe rather by hus moſt godly law-s tho: ther rs reareſſe 
the erry of that 1mpiety aud by terrifying and corngpu'ſion to ſub- 
Ave to the vnity of 148 Church thoſe who agamſt Chi 1ſt bore the 

; C Er /igne 
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Eyfigne of Chriſt ; then onely to take away all liberty of outragi. 
eu breakings ont, yet ſtill leaning them looſe to error and rume, 
Enen at thus time, when the lawes came 1mo Africa, they eſpeci- 
ally who deſired an occaſion ; or were before, pat mto feare of the 
cruelty of theſe rurious Heretichs,or aſhamed to offend thew owne 
diſciples,preſently came our to the ( hurch, Many alſo,who, oviely 
by cuſtome dr awne dow«e from their fathers, had bene helg mm ex. 
ror,neuer till now tocke it into ther thoughts, nor woyla they take 
pames to enquire or conſider how weake a cauſe that Herejre bad 
to maintaine. But (o ſoone as they began ts looke into this, thut 
they could find nothing in it worth the enduring of ſo much u 
wow they were likely ro ſuffer for it they became Catholickes with. 
out any d:ficulty. For now carefulneſſe did well become them whons 
ſecurity had made ſo careleſſe. Many alſs who were leſſe ave to 
diſcerne the difference of Donatiſticall errors from Cathvlicks 
verity, followed the perſwaſion and authority of ali thoſe preceaen's 
thus eaſily ginen them: yet ſo,that when the true Church receined 
mnto her boſome with ioy great troopes of people, an obſimate rab- 
ble, wth an unhappy ſtontneſſe of minde, ft1ll ſtucke faſt mthat 
plagne. And yet enen of theſe. many, faining a conuer ſion commu- 
ricated : others lay chulking by ſmall companies m corners. But 
yet the greater part of theſe, who at firſt were but counterfeit s, by 
little and little growing better acquainted with the truth,and hea- 
ring the word preached, but eſpecially after conference and di[pu- 
tation by vs had with their Biſhop at Carthage. trnely reformed, 
But i thoſe places where the tumultnons rout, Whom the ſmaller 
#1umber that conceined a better epinion of ioyning them{eines ts 
the true belieners, could not withſtand, preaailed; or, where the 
mBltitnde, being held vnder the powey of a few of the mightier 
fort yeelded conformity ro the wrong ſide, the labour of reducing 
them proued ſomewhat the lower. 

Thc {ame father againe,to the letters of Petilian.Petitian 
ſaid ; But if it bad beene iawfwulil to compell any man by law,enen 
20 thoſe things which are good, you your ſelues ; miſerable men 
that you are, ovght to haue beene by vs compelled to the pureſt 
faith. But, farre be it farre beit from our conſeiences, that we 
Jhowld force aty man to our faith. Auſtin makes anſwer. No 


294% indeed.zs to be compelled to the faith againſt bis will : " 06- 
inacy- 
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flinacy ts ved to be chaſtiſed with ſeuerity; yea,through the mer- 
cy of Ged,with the ſcourgmgs of tribulations, What? beeauſe good 
manners are cheſen freely, (hall not therefore wicked manners be 
puniſhed with the ſenerity of Law? Howb:ut, rewenging diſcipline 
of ih conuer/ation us preroſterous,where the precedent doitrme of 
good hife ts not contemned. If therefore any lawes. be framed a- 
gainſt you, yee are not thereby compelled towell dowg,but only pro- 
hibited the doing of enill. For no man ca? doe well, but he that 
comes to it with freedome & lone, which is only found there where 
the will comes off freely, and makes choice of the ation wtthout 
conſtr aint, A nd the feare of prnſyments, although it know not 
the comfort of 4 geod conſcience ; yet at leaſt it reſtratnes enill 
deſire within the cloyſter of thoughts. Notwithſtanding, who aye 
they that haue ordained lawes for repreſſing your raſhueſſe ? Bee 
they not they.of whom the Apoſtle ſaich,they bears not the ſivord 
in vamefor they are the 1ſmiſters of God, Remengers to execute 
wrath vpon thoſe that doe enili ? 

What then? ſhould a Prince procced againlt all, by 
power and law ; and,compell them to the faith? Let him 
7 og againſt all: but yet,for the good of all.!f they 

e few, if without tumult it may be cttced, let him by 
y_”_ take off Hcereſies, Sorcercrs, and Idolators from 
cing at all. Bur let the rigor of the lawes be flowly 
drawn out, vnlcfſe where thereis danger of a contagion. 


Let ſuch as be molt dangerous be taken away ; the reſt, 


the authority of the Prince will ſoone lead home. For,of 
theſe,ſhame hold back many ; feare,many : but vaine aſ- 
ſurance that no better way can beſhewed them, preuailes 
with moſt to ſtaue themcff from the truths Within a few 
yceres an hundred thouſands haue bene conuerted to the 
truth in France : in Germany, moe Not one of the German 
Princes that haue aſſayed to draw his SubieRs on to vni- 
ty with the Catholiques, hath euer met with any power 
reſiſting his decrees 1n that behalfe made and executed. 


_Onely the Netherlanders broke out into rebellion. Bar 
the cauſe thereof was not Religion alone : nor, was that 


pretended, Their Priuiledges and liberty was inadc the 


_ cloake. The Dominion of a forrajigne Nation oucr them, 


C 2 | (a 


I ſut.c him- 
{clte. 


16 Looke. about. you. 
(a thing ener abhorred of ingenious men)and the exatis 


' ®Markethis On of tenths ſtirred vp thar people to that ſedition. * 
pa022- from The recciued'opinion of Politicians otherwi:e minded; 
the p:nof a pajncly, T hat men are not to be compelled, yetremaincth, The 


ground of their opkion is this ; becaufe, by that meanes 
men will {til continue as impious in heart as before, xdde 
hypocrity tothcir former impicty, & ſpread their wick. 
edncfe the further abroad. So may you make them wor. 
ſhippers of the purple robe, indeed :. but neuer,of God; 
Bur theſe men are 'far from the marke, and giue council 
agai: {t, net-the ſafety of Religion alone, but cucn the 
pcacc of the Common-wealth. For frſt,by a wholctoue 
Law they arc oucr-ruled that they ſhall not doe ecuiil, not 
ſacrifice to the Deuiil,not ſpoile Churches,not contemne 
holy things, not entitle God totheir leud practiſes, not 
oppugnethetruth. And' albeit they obey agaimndt their 
walls, yet ſafer is it that men, ſo compelled, ſhould offet:d 
ancly in heart : then brcake out into villanies, in decd as 


_ well as in, will, by being permitted to doe as they 1i!k 


withoutcoattiue reſtraint. It would be in this,as tn other 

caſes, whercin the ſecularlawes dcterreth'many (who in 

heart & conſent of wil are guilty,)from attempting their 
' purpoſes and enioying their leudnefle protected. 

Nor doth a law only take men off from euill;but, brings 
thcm, viſually, within the Schoole and Chappel of vertue, 
For it cnioynes things honeftand pious, and prohibites 
the contrary.It commands, T fay,things pious; and to doe 
them ina pious manner, not faincd- manner.- Tf any man 
ſhall play the counterfeir,let him impute that hypocutiie 


' to his owne wicked heart ; not.to the law.Contumatious 


offenders are compelled by law to honor the Magiſtrate; 
and rightly is it ſo ordained. Nor is the law therefore not 
to command things honeſt, becauſe an- Hipocrite matres 
them inthe doing ; but, tro admontſh them to performe 
willingly what their dury calls ypon them to doc. 
And forthe moſt part,when they are brought on leafurc- 
ly by powen,they ſet about good things in a good man- 
Ner ; and apply their minds to yertue, as well as _ 90s 
"of 65, 
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dies, when'they ſee that they muſt needes lay their hands 
to the worke. If it ſo fall out that the obſtinacy of ſome 
particulars ſhall at fr{t, make reliſtance : yer euen thoſe 
men,by time will be wrought more pliable. As for thoſe 
who,being ot tender yeeres, are cithcr not at ail, or but 
newly tainred with <ul}, a good Law will {oone cauſe 
that thcir riper age ſhall yeld aſwect ſauour of goodnes. 
Verily,1 haue knowne many Chiidrcn Autt:ers of their 
Parents coruerſion, who alfo when they are growne vp, 
and,changing the cloake for che gown, hane vndertaken 
either a-tribe,or a place of tudgeinet,approue theraſclues 
excellent {eruants tothe Commou-wcatth. This we find 
many thouſands in Germany, c{pccially in Bawaria, Stiria, 
Carinthia, the Neterlanas, to make good betorc our eyes 
If therefore compulſory reformation ſhould doe no good 
vpon old ſtandards. in <rror, yet. it renders. the yonger 
fort a Catholique Fry. 


The Ninth mcanes, and of all the reſt moſt effeQuall, is; The 9. Rule: 
that {uch as are in authority doe religiouſly pracite and Let eV relates 
maintaine integrity of fife, andpurity.of manners. ] pro- and Clirgy, be 


miſed tomething of the manners of ai ſorts of men,at the 


eminent'y ait= 


beginning: Now Tadde this aduertiſement in particular, lefſe inbſe. 


that the Reformation of Religion wil proue very diii- 

cult, and goc on ſlowly, vnlefic the Prelates and-Dotors 

ſhall our-ſhine the whole Common-wealth nor onely in 

eminent innoecncybut in reputation alſo and fame of in- 

tegrity. For, v. hcereas ſuperiittion 15to malignant and 

flandcring-ripe, that it wiil aetrat from the vertue and 

eltecme of the holicſt men; with forged crimes traduce 

the meſt blamelefle Athanaftinftes,by the mouth of calum- 

mt.ng u rctchs;&, with purchaſed periuries of knights 

of the Poſt,draw them betore Tribunals as if othcr mens 

fauits were reaſon ſmHcient why they ſhou!d not firaily 
ſbukc hands wich their- hercfics : who can donbr, bur 

-that the wicked prankesof Pricfis made publique, can» 
notbe tolerated without infinite damage to Religion. 

The filthy life of Clerkes,of Clerk es; I fay it againe, of 

Uuikes; I.meane cuill ones, made, augmented, and i'1 
C3 doth 
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doth vphold the hereſies that are. I haue. often entred 
diſputation with Hcreticks,or their ditciples : and, atter 
that with a very little labour their Arguinents hauc bin 
an{wered and retorted vpon themſclucs,they betake the. . 
ſelues to accuſations of our Clergy, & obie-t ſuch things 
as can ueither be denyed,nor defended Wharth« rctore 
ſhail a Common-wealth doe in this cate? Firit, ict it la- 
bour earneſ{Hy that ſuch Bithops 8& Prelates be cholun as 
are chaſt,liberall, ſober, couragious, faithfull d:ip.ncers 
of Gods Law,and ſuch as wil doe their vtmoit tor retor- 
mation of manners. Letthe Princeschemiel.ies alto bring 
all the power they can to the worke, and to the cure will 
not be difficult. Lct a Regular who is either a Drunkard, 
or a W horemonger ; let a ſcandalous Pariſh Pricit, be op- 
poſed in his wickedneffe:let another capable of the ſame 
place and dig aity,be ſet vp.in his roome : he that is con- 
uicted, lct him be caſheired, aid his Bithoprick let ano- 
ther man take. If the Prelates ſeeke to cloake and diffem- 
ble their vices, and not reforme the ſins of their Clergy, 
let the Vicar of Chriſt grant full power and authority to 
Kingsand Princes to reforme the Clergy it ſelfc,as of late 
he hath done,toacertaine renowned Prince to the great 
benefit of his Country.But becauſe I haue ſpoken cnough 
of this matter,to wit,of the peace of Germany, before:and 
that this place requires the ſame things to be repeated. 
chooſe rather to transfer hither the things there ſpoken, . 
then in other words, here,to fay ouer the ſame things a- 
gainc., 

In the firſt place, I put downe the reſtitution of Eccleſi- 
aſtica!l Diſcipline where it is decayed,and the keeping it 
{till on foote where it is in vigor, as the moſt neccfiary 
thing, without which, peace can neither be ar all procu- 
red, nor continue long, if it were recouecred, The almoſt 
onely caufe of all herefies and perfecutions both ancient 
and moderne, hath beene, the difſolutneſle of the Chriſti- 
an Ciergy and people. An old ſoare inthe Church, & itill 
{o much breaking out afreſh, that in the whole world it 


could neuer yet be any where found to wax ſo decrepite 
; as 
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4$to die away,nor will cuer be perfectly cured. Our Lord, 
faith S.(yprian, Would that his famnly ſhould be tryed, when he 
ſuffered perſecution to breake in vpon it- (He tpeakes of 
that, which was vnder Decizs,when a peace of 38. yeeres 
in Africa had gone before.) «4nd becauſe 4 long prace had 
gorrapted that diſciplme which was ginen vs of God,a puniſhment 

om beawan rouzed agams that faith which bad gronne ſluogiſh, 
ard, I bad almoſt ſaid, which ſl-pt the ſleepe of death. And yet 
whereas we by our finnes deſerned to ſuffer farre greater enills the 
woſt mererfull Lord ſo moderated all, that all that was done 4- 
'gainſt vs ſeemed but a triall, rather then aperſecution Now enery 
'man turned hu ſtudies onely to the encreaſing of bus poſſeſſions ; 


"ard man, forgetting their fanh, thetr former zeale and good 


workes which mm the Apoſtles times ſo eminently ſhined, aud what 
conftantly they (hould hane continued to doe,with wſatiable cone- 
youſneſſe gaue themſelues wholy vp to the enlarging of worldly 
prife. In ths Prieſts there was no a: uoxt religun ; im inferionrs, 
uo ſound faith ; im mers ations no mercy ; tn their manners no 
diſcipline In men might be ſcene a diſquiſed beard ; in women,a 
painted beanty : T he eyes,adulteratrd from what Gods hand had 
"made them ; the hayre,colonred into a lymg hue, To decine the 
ſimple, cunning frauds abounded; and treacherous hearts, to cir- 
eumnent ther brethren. T hey iozning in marriage with Inſidels, 
and proftituted the members of Chriſt to Pagans, They tooke !t- 
berty not onely to [weare raſhly ; but, which u yet move, tobreake 
out into permry : with prowd ſwellmgs of beart, to coxtemne thoſe 
that were ſet ener them ; wth wenomed mom hes, to ſpeake enil 
of them ; and,with endleſſe hatreds, to rend themlclues in pieces 


one from aretier. e 1, any of the Biſhops whom it wanld hane well 
became to reclaime others by earneſt exhortation, and example, 
| defbu/ing the adminiſtration of holy things, tocke wpon them the 
#rdering of ſecular «ff aires : leaning the charre, forſakeing the 


preple committed to their charge, and roameing about m othex 
mens Proninces they bunted after opportmnnies of gainefull mer= 


chandiſe : the hungry brethren of the Church they ſupplycd not, 


but got as much ſiluer into their bands a4 they could; they plucks 


from others ther fields by deceit full baytes, and ſonght by wſuris 
vpon v/ſury 18 augment their bankes. Thele things vttered. 
that 
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that holy Martyr,touching ſuch as had fallen, ener in an 
2ge of Martyrs. The cauſes of our calamiries hanc beene 
yet more grieuous : to wit,a greater decay of difcipling, 
a mightier dominering of fines, which at lengch brake 
-ourt into hereſice and rebellion-Nor 1s 1tto be wondred at: 
for, without care ro keepe diſcipline on foote, not onely 
not the peace of religion, but euen relig.on it {ele cannot 
| be held faſt. Deſciphne « the guardian of bope,the ftay of fauh, 
the leader of the way to life,the nauriſher ana feeder of towardly 
drfÞoſition,the miſtreſſe of vertue ; it cauſeth a mw to abide ;n 
Chriſt to me vnto God, ard brings to the poſſcſſizn of allceleſtial 
promuſes and reward, Cyp. De Diſcrip.+ bab.virg. Nothing 
in theſe dayes keepes backe the molt from recurning to 
the ancient religion more. then the wicked exainples of 
ſuch as are already 1n it. For the common pcopic cliceine 
of Dotrine by the conuerſation of ſuch as protcilc tr,nor 
can they be brought to belicue it po.lidie to learne the 
doxtrine of liberality,chaſtiry,modeſty, from them whs 
they perceiue to be ſlaues to their riches, burning in luits, 
and cuen burſting with pride Doe!t thou wouder why 
ftraying icules be not brought home ? Docſt chou mu» 
uaile _ thou labourelit thcrein without fuccefle ? tt is 
thy manner of liuing that makes them to-douvt. Thy 
faith (if tho:1 haue any) 1s mewed vp in thy brealt : but 
thy finnes are laid open to the view of all, and thee pre- 
uaile more to draw them into hatred of religion ; then 
thy vncertaine faith, to bring them 1nto loue with it, 
. Thoupromilcſ{t the food of Gods Word to ſuch as are 
hungry,but reacheſt it out vnto them with an vacleane 
and feitred hand : and to thou cautcitthem to grow 1ca- 
lous ; and enemies, to blaſpheme Gods name. Toy firnr, 
 ccrtainely, is exceeding great before the Lord, b:caw't thin 
heldeſt men backe from the ſacrifice of the Lord: from the 1a- 
crifice,not of Rammes and Bullocks ; but, of pravets, of 
faith,of picty. They are turncd away from that God 
whole Miniſtcrsthey diſcerne to be defiled with lo mi- 
ny abominations. By nothing in the world dve H-re'ies 
increaſe more,then by the Icud praRilcs of che Cuts ; 
| | Al 
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and the finnes of the Laity, who doc ſoinfe& their chil- 
gdren with their owne vices,thar they know not how to 
turne their hands to any thing that is good. This, very 
Hereticks themſclues may confirmez who,being conuine 
ced by Scriptures and reaſons, betake them(etucs to accu- 
fations of the Court of Rome,and of the whole Eccletſia- 
tticall State. To them I ſhall gine anſwer inanother places 
In the meane-time,let them know that themſclues are no 
more to-be excuſed hereby, then the children of Ifraell, 
who withdrawing themſclues from the ſacrifice of the 
Lord by occaſion of the wickedneſfle of Hophni and Phie 
#chas,fell to worthing of Baaim and Aſhtaroth. Now, 1 
apply my admonition onely to thoſe, who, while they 
lue of the Church,are.made fat with the Patrimony of 
Chriſt, and.-receiue large allowances out of the mainte- 
nance of our Lord and Generall,doe yer by their flothful- 
nefſe,ignorance,drunkennefle, filthinefle, betray his Tents 
to the enemy ; neucr being any whit affeted with the 
ruinc of the ſoules of them that are ready to periſh, but 
placeing all peace ofthe Church in the wealth of it, and 
1a the quiet enioyning of Prebends. O Good God] /{f ie 
te better for him that j Mouth but one of thaſe little ones which 
beliene in thee, that a milſtone were banged abont his necks a»d 


that be were drowned in the bottome of the ſea; what moun- 


taines or {tones maybe ſujicient to hang about the necks 
of ſo manygfor the drowning of them, who ſo often {can 


3 dalize not a few little ones alone, but -cuenthe whole 


world ; great, and ſmall : little ones that doe belicue in 
thee ; great ones, that they may caſt off, belicuing : and 


'Ynbelecuers;that they might not belecue at all. Toall 


Chriſtians is that ſpoken ; Be yee blameleſſe and harmeleſſe, 
the Sernes of God, without rebuke in the midſ} of a crookea and 


pererſe Nation, among whom ſhine yee as lights of the world, 


bolding forth the Wordof iife, that I may reioyce in the dsy of 
Chriſt. Phil. 2. But tothe Biſhops and Preiates is it faid : 
Be thew an example of the belieners m word, in cennerſation, in 
tharity,in faith,in purity, 1.Tim.4. And ; is all things ſhew thy 
ſilfe a patterne of good workgs, in deltrinegn integrity, in granut- 
46 ons ae | D < 
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ty, found work that cannot be condemned, Tit.'2. And why 
ſo ? he addes the reaſon : That he that u of the contrary part 
many be aſhamed, haxing no ewill thing to ſay of you. The Apo- 
ftes therhſelites conterted the world, not by the Word 
gone, but chiefly by their example. And by examples jt 
is that itnow falls backe againe vnto infidelity:for while 
men put away conſcience,they make ſhipwrack of faith, 
Becauſe,in that they line wicked inthe fight of the peo- 
ple, they doe,as mach as in them lyes, murder thoſe of 
whom they are obſerued to lead {ach a life. Eucry one 
that liues ill in the preſence of them oner whom he 1s (ct, 
doth what he can to deſtroy them. | 
What then? will you (may ſome ſay, ) proclaime an e- 
uerlaſting- warre againſt all thoſe parts of the Church 
where the diſcipline of it is caſt aſide? Etcher warre, or 
bondage, or vtter deſtruction. If mens manners be retur- 
med,abuſes taken away,ſcandals remoued,the warre wiil 
be very ſhort, and a ſolid peace ſhall gine vs entertain- 
ment.Bur if God ſhallbe further prouoked by our ſinnes, 
ſuch as erre ſhall be confirmed ih their herefie,thoſe that 
yetare but wauering -and doubtfnll ſhall be altogether 
turned away fromthe faith, & God will certainely drive 
out that licentiouſnefle and laſctutouſneſle ( ere hee leate 
vs) as in many places he hath already done. © Tf the Bi- 
ſhops and Prelates, through the wickednefſe of fome, be 
growne peereleſſe,the'icalons God will ſend the ſtronger 
Reuengcr vpon them ; whereby he may cut off both the 
wicked and his wickedneſſetogether. Sothe Turkes v- 
ſurped Aſia, Egypt,Greete, while the inferior Clergy refu- 
ſed to obey the Biſhops, and while the Biſhops fell off 
fromthe chiefe Paſtor, and their manners exceeded the 
wickednefe of the very Barbarians themſtlues. And {v 
weſeett for the moft part to come'to paſſe, that when 
firines haue once attarticd tothe height, all things rnint 
together : and then are 'they to'bee acconnted to have 
come to the height,when they be committed by a pub- 
lique law,cuſtome,and approbation'; or if they coine 15 
breake through ali poweraii. force of iawgand the Al- 
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thority of the Magiſtrate. .Religion will periſh in Ewrope, 
yvnlcſſe integrity of conuerſation becoine correſpondent 
to the purity of the Religion. W hat,then,may ſome one 
that both feareth & needeth a reformation, ſay vnto me, 
doe you thinke needfull tc be reformed? Generally, what 
euer is deformed, and whatſocucr may, by any circum- 
ſtances, become a cauſe of deformation, although it bee 
not in its owne nature ſuch. phe 


CHarP. XINX, 
Other inferiony helpes to reduce the true Religion. 


Here are very many things which, according to the 
; For of times and places, wiſdome and ingenious 
loue to godlineſſe will ſuggeſt, as meete to be applied to 
men in danger of periſhing, that they may bee ſaued. 
Without admiration of the Mathematical Sciences, thoſe 
of Japan are caught : for they delightrather in a prudent 
vnfolding of Morals: many of the Indians,in benificencec: 
The Americans, in Ceremonies aud Mulſicke, All meanes 
therefore, are to be attempted for the ſaluation of men, 
Since that vigilant Dragon turnes cuery ſtone to draw 
them into deſtruction. For that Common-wealth is in mi- 
ſcrable condition, which aboundeth with people ;z bur 
ſuch, as are running the way of ruine, 


Xe =Y 


In the firſt place I rang religious and and ſolemne Mu- x1. &. x 
fcke; becauſe that doth not onely by the ſweet modula- moznes. + 
tion and harmony inchant the eare, but much more by Mciodious 3u- 
the cleare light of the words and ſentences tuned to it, fcke- 


inſtru& the mind,and afte the will with holincfſe. The 
truth, by that ſweetneſſe making way for it, is moſt ea- 
fily gotten, and kept. This appeares by the example of 
Arch-Hereticks and Teachers of lies, P aulus Samoſaterzs 
turncd certaine Ecclcſiaſticall hymnes into obſcene and 
enticing rimes. The Arrians alſo and the Pelagians, by 
this ſhooing-horne of errors, deſtroyed the Faith and 
Diſcipline of the Church. And 1o farre the audacioul- 
tefle of ſome proceeded, that they brought Sotadicall 
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*So called *ſongs into theChurch. Nor are our Times made fo infa. 
either from | mous by the multitude and puddle of Sets by any other 
Poet wao was yeaties{o muchas by ſongs that with {ivect modulati- 
= c thy *. quinlizuate herefies,and ſound forth the diſgrace of the 
Po:mz, in Truth. Thus the Hymnes of Exther and Bezz have Nlaine 
which hee more ſoules,then all rheir. writings and” declamations, 
reckons vp al. hy then ſhould not an Orthodox Prince make vic of 
the kinds of that for curing,which impoſtors hane found: out to be a 
ny. _  meanes of dettroying?. Theſe things moned Aufize of 
the piocrly, o:de.lib.1o.Confeſ.cap-3 3-0 how much hae { wept in beg. 
and Fidler-= ring of thine hymmes and ſongs ! being vehemently moned by the 
likeſ:tring werces of thy Church ſweetly chauntiws, thy words did flow in at 
of them,irter uyy egres, audehy truth was enen melted wpon mine heart ; and, 
$07 a NHAge OT 170m thence, defires after piety burſt out_1mto a flame, my teaver 
Alchouſe, "er? a ; ; ny 

then fo:2 F#71ckied downe, and then was, it well with me by meane: of them, 
Ghurch. © And, afterwards. I flote.rp and downe between the daz- 
E gcr of the pleaſure,and the experiment. of the profit of 
Muaſicke. And yet amlT rather inclined, nct. as cre vttc- 
ring an.irreuocabie concluſion;to approue the cuttome of 
ſinging in the Church, that the more feebte {oule may 
riſe vp to affe piety by things which recreate and dc- 
light the.care. * | ; 

Ariſtotle, in. his Bookes De Republica, giues many rules 
about Muſicke ; which yet ſome haue cenſircd as idle, or 
at lea{t diffentaneous to the grauity of the matter he had 
in hand; But certes, P/ato, the Father of his Commcan- 
wealth, and in Gouernment a moſt skilfull Artift,conciirs 
with 17ifetle, Tully alſo, 14.2. de Legib. fpeakcs to the 
fame effec» [ aſſent, ſaith he, to Plato, that nothing auth ſs . 
much works ven ſoft & tender minds;as the yariety of notes 
in ſinging : of whom it is hard to expreſſe how great 
force they haue-vpon diſpoſitions differently affected. 
For it plucks vp the ſpirits of them that be ready to ſink, 
andenfeebleth thoſe that be ioutally diſpoſed : it both 
vnlooſeth,and ſhnts vp the minds of men, The keeping 
tothe ancient manner of ſinging was. of great vie to ma- 
ny Citttcs in Greeces They whole manners were {lipt into 

sffemiaate wantonneſſe, became altered nero 
| | tne 
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the alteration of their Mulicke : either, as one:thinkes; 
they grew depraued by this inchanting ſweerncfle and 
co!r.ipting Engine; or rather, when, for other their vicesz 
their ancient grauity in their Muſicac decayed, therewas 
then way made in their degencrated carcs and minds for 
this vahappy change to enter. Wherefore that moſt pru- 
dent qad incomparadly learned States-man of Greece 
dreaded much this corrupting of Muſicke : fer, he denies 
that the lawes of Maſicke can receiue altcration, without 
achange of the very lawes of the Common-wealth.Ger- 
may and France haie taught.vs as much. For, whenthey 
perceiued mens mindes to begin to flag-and to hang in 
{u{pence. to whether {ide they ſhould ioyne themſelues, 
in ſtead of theancicnt Muſtcke which was ſweetly graue 
and a promoter of vertue, anew kind of Muſicke tome+ 
what more looſeand ioutall ſept in, and by the cntile- 
ing {weetneſic of it put thoſe embroidered hercitcs into 
the hands-of vncautious minds to quafte them off with 
delight. It is therefore now the part of a. prudent Phiſi- 
. tian to glneſuch arelith and pleaſing taſt to the truth and 
holinefle by ſweetnefle of harmony excelling.that of the 
other ſideg1cl{t thoſe notes which are more harſh and vn- 
pleaſant, ſhould Iight vpon minds giucn ouer to diflolute 
delicacy,and recciue a retutall. For this cauſe many lcar- 
ned men haue, after the example of *Dauzd,. Aſaph, tdthor, 
adorned many hymnes with Muſicall mcaſures ; and Bi. 
ſhops haue brought into their. Churches holy fongs to 
be {ung inthe mother tongae. . 


This remedy is. pleaſing, vet not vnwholeſome. .That The fecond 


which followes1s-more ſcuere, yet neither iniult nor-difs 
ficu't : viz. that before the Bannes of Matrimony bce 
7m ma denounced,both the contrated Spouſe & his 


Bride be ordered and compalled- to yeeld tiraccount of an account of 
their faith- This courſe produccth nora few commodi- thr fait! 


ties : for, firit, they may by this occaſion bee -inſtracted 
and trayncd vp in the truth: By this meanes, beſides, 
ſomecare of Religion is inieed into all ; and fo, while 
they promiſe to.continue in the Church,and cucr to kotd 
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faſt the ancient faith, they are by degrees faſtened to the 
truth, and cannot but loue it. Morcouer, Heretickes are 
to be huntedand taken with their owne Arts. It being 
once mine hap to heare certaine Lutherane Youths to 
vaunt of rite deſigncs vpon the Caluiniſts, whole 
Prince notwithſtanding hating thruſt out Luther com- 
manded Zuinglians to be taken into his roome; I was 


-Cait into a woader that theſe daring {pirits had nor yer 
- driuen all the oth.r into that net. 


And when I had 
demanded the reaſon, how they came ſo to fall off from 
Lutheraniſme in plaine field, the Zuinglian reformation 
fill gayning ground? they returned anſwer that now | 
thoſe Yougtiters did frolicke themiclues in the liberty of 
youth, not much fetting by the threats of a raging Mini- 
iter ; but thcre wou!d come atime wherein they thould 
finde themſelues vnder yoke. For when once they be- 
gin to aſpire the married eſtate, they mult then giue place 
©o the Conſiftorian violence,and,together with a wite,be 
content to accept of a ſhamelefle Concubane ; to vir, 
Caluiniſme. So hard is the1condition of thoſe that mar- 
ry and are giuen in marriage among the hereticks, that 
{till a new infeRion and ſpreading peltilence ( in hepe to 
beget a new brood of the fame kind,) mult bee led into 
the marriage bed. How then can an Orthodox Prince 
Excuſe himſclfe to God, if he doe not plot a morc ctfe- 
tual! mcanes of ſaning foules ; and, by a publique law, 
command, that men together with the ſanity of that 
Sacrament and indiuiduall nuptiall nor, ioyne alfo the 
truth of fincere and vndefiled rehgicn ; eſpeciaily cont- 
dering that the marriage Coucnant 1s contracted with- 
out blemi!h of finne, onely among thole of the Ortho 
dox fai: h. 

To this of Marriage, other things may bee-adioyned, 
Let no Ceremonics, but thole of the Catholicke Church. 
approach the Lauer of Regeneration. Let none haue the 
honour to be Godfathers; vnlefſe they, the ſincerity of 
whoſt faith hath giuen good proofe of it ſelfe. Let no 
man have the honour of Chriſtian buriall ; valeſle, ge: 
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ether with them, he hath beene a pattaker of the Sacra« 
ments of the Church. ry E EN 

- If it fafl out that wandring ſoules muſt bee leaſurely, 
and by Art, reclaymed ; and, thar the Propagators of per- 5; pers" 
aerſe opinions cannot be put from the places they once jago/all pe- 
enioy ; then, {et an Orthodox. Magittrare bring to, paſſe fe: ments, of 
that the inſtituting, preſenting, confirming, and exami- wwch give ſome 
ning of fich men bee commurred to him, For ſo they !9 v=wor'by 
tay ſoone chace away euery one that is moſt apt to doe "'* 
milchiefe, Some wrangling companions, carelefle of the 
controuerſies on foate, that {tudy onely their owne pri- 
uate affaires , or, the Prince, hee may (ſafely, now and 
then) ſet ouer thoſe Churches : {o ſhall he be able to a- 
bate the rage of herefie, and yet not be troubled to re- 
moue the vnlearned: for by that meanes error will grow 
into contempt; and foras much as vnskiutwll men are 
wont to erre often, all conitancy in errors will bee taken 
away. : 

Likewiſelet him nouriſh the differences of the Tea- The fifr 
chers of crrors : and let himfo werke that they may of- mrancs., 
ten conferre, and peale ypon one another. For, by this Fomnt the 
meanes, whenAli hall vnderſtand that there is nothing _— 
ſettled and ccrtaineamong them, they will calily ioyne ,j,; orre. 
hands with the truth. For if any man lift but to. rea 
thoſe ſcolding Bookes of the Luthcrans againſt the Cal- 
uiniſts ; or, of the Caluinifts againſt the others, hee will 
verily perſwade. himſclife that thote bee not the inue- 
ines of one man againit another; bur rather, the rages 
and bellowings of Deuils againſt Neuils. From theſe 
practiſes,tuſt occaſion of alteration, as alſo of enquiring 
into the orjginall of fo great diſorders, will be offered to. 
the Prince : thatſo, if he find the accuſations true, hee 
may chattiſe the guilty ; if falſe, the accuſers. For the 
truth ef errors will ſhew it ſclfe in the pubiique. . 

Many other meanesthcre be, which prudenr- love and 1h /aft 
care of a ncighbour will diate to a Prince of its owne Pen ns | 
accord. All thoſe things which'draw loue and honoura- g,, _ OY 
ble eſtceme to the: Prince, are of vſe to fetch oner the | 7? - 
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le eably toimbrace his opinionin matter of Religi: 
be Hs; Nis ſort are, bis eaking of their ſh caldere lf 
taxesand charges, ſpecdy ſupplies yeelded to any part of 
his Country ſpoyled by fire or other decaics-: prouiſion 
- of victuals and other neceſfaries. For hercby it will come | 
to paſſe that what cuer they ſuppoſe to bee diltaſifull ts 
the Prince, they alſo will hold in deteſtation. Theſe 
things, together with the grace of God and ferucne 
praiers, if a Prince ſhall put into execution, he may, in a 
very ſhort ſpace wholy root out hereſies, although at the 
beginning they ſhould ſeeme to ouer-power the vety 
Lawes and the Prince himſelfe. 
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